help in formulating a scale for evaluating periodicals for junior colleges and also help librarians to adopt certain policies, particularly affecting binding and storage of back issues.
Colleges Investigated
Fifty-six junior college libraries in the Results of a questionnaire submitted to 13,498 students in 55 junior colleges located in 22 states as to the periodicals they read frequently and the ones they enjoyed most.
state of California were invited to participate in this investigation. Evening colleges and libraries serving a state college as well as the junior college were omitted.
Of the 40 responses received, one junior college has no library but uses the facilities of the high school and public libraries to accommodate its students. Of the remaining 39> 35 are public junior colleges and four are private.
Procedure
Part of this survey may be considered an inventory of the periodical resources in the junior college libraries participating in the study. Actual subscriptions and holdings, bound and unbound, would in themselves constitute some evaluation.
Besides listing actual subscriptions, librarians were asked to evaluate periodicals received, and also to state certain policies as to handling of subscriptions, housing of periodicals and duplication.
The questionnaire consisted of a list of the more common periodicals, with space provided for additions.
The librarians were asked to indicate the number of copies currently received, holdings, titles bound and titles retained unbound. The librarians were also asked to indicate their opinions as to the value of the various periodicals in their libraries, whether essential, occasionally used, or unimportant. The word "essential" was used in a broad sense, including those magazines which are bought because they are popular with the students and those w r hich are considered essential by the librarian and teachers because of their educational value or usefulness for any other purposes, such as library tools. As was to be expected, this section brought more qualifying remarks and comments than any other part of the questionnaire. Some librarians left this section out entirely.
Number of Periodicals Received
The highest number of periodicals subscribed to by any college was 352; the lowest 28. The college receiving only 28 periodicals is a small one, a combination high school and junior college. The librarian stated that the budget is to be increased next year and that the magazine subscription list will be tripled.
Almost 75 per cent of the reporting public junior college libraries receive more than 100 periodicals. Actually there are more in this group because some colleges still permit departments to order their own periodicals and records of these do not show up on the library files. Over 25 per cent of the junior colleges receive more than 200 periodicals. Two-thirds of the colleges receive between 50 and 200 periodicals.
Titles of Periodicals Received
As was found by Adams 2 in his investiga- per cent) were taken by only one or two schools. An additional 96 titles were taken by only three of the reporting junior colleges. These magazines would meet the needs of the single student or groups of students depending on taste and curriculum needs. Eells 3 reported that although twothirds of the magazine reading of junior college students was included in eight periodicals, there were 453 different periodicals reported as being read frequently or enjoyed and valued, even though by but a single student in many instances. The purchase of these periodicals would seem justifiable since it is the purpose of the library to cater to the needs of leaders and special groups of students as well as to the mass of students.
However, a librarian should evaluate carefully a magazine of which he is the sole subscriber of the group, for the money may be used to better advantage some place else.
There were only two periodicals subscribed to by 100 per cent of the reporting junior colleges-National Geographic There were six schools which did not list holdings. Four of them stated no reason for the omission, so it is not known whether they had no holdings of back issues, or simply had no record of holdings. Another school stated that the listing of hold- 
Handling of Subscriptions
There is a definite trend toward assumption of complete library control over peri- 
Evaluation
As aforementioned, some librarians omitted the section on evaluation; others stated that they would not subscribe to a magazine if they did not think it worth while; while still others felt that they had not subscribed to certain periodicals long enough to judge them.
In order to have some concrete figures on which to make comparisons, the values of 3, 2 and 1 were given to "essential," "occasionally used," and "unimportant" respec- 
